
 

 

YESS Spinning Mill Research Survey 

Responsible Sourcing Network (RSN) is conducting research for the initiative YESS: Yarn Ethically & Sustainably 
Sourced. The goal of YESS is to drive forced labor and the worst forms of child labor (WFCL) out of cotton 
production (www.sourcingnetwork.org/yess).  

YESS will help train spinners on how best to implement an effective due diligence system to keep cotton that 
may have been produced with forced labor or WFCL out of their supply chains. The YESS program will include 
guidance documents, training materials, and a protocol that will verify participating spinners have established 
policies, material management systems, and transaction-level documentation to demonstrate they are only 
sourcing cotton free of forced labor and WFCL. 

In an effort to develop an appropriate and effective protocol, we request the assistance from managers of 
spinning facilities with knowledge of cotton sourcing and processing to enhance our field research. The topics 
(all related to cotton) covered by the survey include: 

- Sourcing models 
- Supplier base 
- Transaction-level documentation 
- Spinning processes 
- Material and waste management 
- Products, by-products, and your markets 

 

The survey should take you 15-20 minutes to complete. We request you fill out the survey by 31 January, 2018. 

There is not an option in the middle of the survey to save and come back later to complete it. However, you can 
submit it and then edit your answers after it has been submitted. If you would like to be able to edit your 
answers once you submit the survey, be sure to click on the "Edit your response" button after you click 
"Submit."  

For a pdf of all the questions, go to www.sourcingnetwork.org/survey-yess.  

Any information provided will only be shared in aggregate and will not be attributed to the author/company. 
You can complete the survey anonymously or provide your contact information at the end. 

A huge thank you in advance for your contribution to this important research! 

 
 

Business information 

If you operate in more than one country, please complete a separate survey for each country. Only reference 
one spinning mill per survey. (If you have more than one spinning mill per country, you only have to fill out the 
survey for one of the mills.)  

In which country is your Spinning Mill located? * ___________________________________ 
 

What is your business structure? 

 Vertically Integrated (produce yarn and fabric) 

 Spinning mill (only produce yarn) 

 Both 
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Sourcing information 
 
From what entities do you purchase cotton lint? (check all that apply) 

 Merchants/Traders 

 Ginners 

 Local buyers/agents 

 Supply chain managers 

 Spinners 

 Farmers  

 Governments  

 Auctions 

 Your own farmers or ginners 

 Other (list) ______________________________________ 

 
From which countries do you usually source cotton? (check all that apply) 
 

 Australia 

 Benin 

 Brazil 

 Burkina Faso  

 China 

 Egypt 

 India 

 Ivory Coast 

 Mali 

 Mexico 

 Pakistan 

 Senegal 

 South Africa 

 Tajikistan 

 Tanzania 

 Togo  

 Turkey 

 Turkmenistan 

 Uzbekistan 

 U.S. 

 Other (list) _______________________________________________ 
 
 
How much lint do you usually keep in stock? 

 1 - 3 months’ supply 

 3 -6 months’ supply 

 Over 6 months’ supply 
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Transaction Documentation 
 
Please indicate which documents you routinely RECEIVE for cotton purchases. (check all that apply) 

 Pro forma 
invoice  / 
Purchase 
order 

 

Bill of 
lading 

 

Certificate 
of origin 

 

Commercial 
invoice 

 

Packing 
list 
 

Transportation 
document 
(from gin/port 
to facility) 

Bale tag or 
other form of 
gin 
identification 

Imported 
virgin lint 

       

Imported 
carding 
wastage 

       

Imported 
combing 
wastage 

       

Imported 
yarn  

       

Domestic 
virgin lint 

       

Domestic 
carding 
wastage 

       

Domestic 
combing 
wastage 

       

Domestic 
yarn  

       

Other 
 

       

 

If you checked “other” please list cotton product/s you are referring to: _____________________ 

Are there any government documents (for government of country in which spinning mill is located) that need to 
be requested or filed for cotton purchases, such as Import Permits, Customs Forms, etc.? If so, please list: 
______________________________________________________ 

 
What countries/regions require additional government EXPORT documents? 

 Australia 

 Benin 

 Brazil 

 Burkina Faso 

 China 

 Egypt 

 India 

 Ivory Coast 

 Mali 

 Mexico 
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 Pakistan 

 Senegal 

 South Africa 

 Tajikistan 

 Tanzania 

 Togo 

 Turkey 

 Turkmenistan 

 Uzbekistan 

 U.S. 

 Other (list) _______________________________________________________ 
 
Are there any other documents that you routinely receive with your cotton purchases that were not already 
mentioned? If yes, please list:  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For how long do you retain all of the documents from the date of the commercial transaction? 

 Less than 1 year 

 1 year 

 2 years 

 More than 2 years 
 Other (list) _____________________ 

 
 
Specialty Cottons 
The next sections asks if you are processing any "Specialty Cottons." For this survey, Specialty Cottons are 
defined as: Better Cotton (BCI), Cleaner Cotton, Cotton Made in Africa (CMiA), e3, Fair Trade (Fairtrade (FLO) or 
Fair Trade USA), LEADS, Organic, Recycled, and Other (which you can describe). If you are not processing any, 
just click "No" throughout. 
 
What types of cotton do you process?  

 Only Conventional Cotton 

 Only Specialty Cottons 

 A combination of Conventional and Specialty 
 
Do you process any of the below Specialty Cottons? 
 

Better Cotton (BCCUs and 
physical) 

Yes ☐ No ☐ 

Cleaner Cotton Yes ☐ No ☐ 

Cotton Made in Africa (CMiA) Yes ☐ No ☐ 

e3 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

Fairtrade (FLO) or Fair Trade 
USA 

Yes ☐ No ☐ 

LEADS Yes ☐ No ☐ 

Organic Yes ☐ No ☐ 
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Recycled Yes ☐ No ☐ 

Other (List): 
 

Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 
Questions if respond Yes for each of the above: (Skip if No) 
 

 Do you receive any program-specific document when you purchase or receive this specialty cotton? If 
so, please list _________________________________________ 

 Do you process this specialty cotton separately from other types of cotton (and produce end products 
with 100% of the specialty cotton)? Y/N 

 Do you blend this specialty cotton with other types of specialty cottons? Y/N 

 Do you blend this specialty cotton with virgin conventional cotton? Y/N 

 Do you blend this specialty cotton with non-cotton fibers or filaments? Y/N 
 
[For Better Cotton only: Do you process Better Cotton (with BCCUs) separately from other types of cotton? Y/N 
AND Do you process physical Better Cotton separately from other types of cotton? Y/N] 
 
 
Spinning processing and wastage 

When using virgin cotton, do you only use cotton lint from one shipment (lot) when placing bales in a picking 
line? 

 Yes 

 No 

 It depends on the product (yarn) specifications, please explain in “Other” _____________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

If No, do you mix cotton lint from different countries when placing bales in a picking line? 

 Yes 

 No 

 It depends on the product (yarn) specifications, please explain in “Other”  _____________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

When do you weigh cotton in your processing? (check all that apply) 

 Receiving at Warehouse  

 Initial Processing (e.g. picking line/blowing) 

 Carding Waste 

 Combing Waste 

 Other Waste 

 Other Processing Stage  

 Final Product 

 Other (List) _____________________________________________ 
 
Do you use non-cotton fibers or filaments? Y/N (Skip if No) 
If Yes,  
When do you weigh non-cotton fibers/filaments in your processing? (check all that apply) 
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 Receiving at Warehouse 

 Initial Processing (e.g. picking line) 

 Mid-Processing 

 Final Product 

 Production Waste 

 Other (List) _____________________________________________ 
 
 
When processing virgin cotton lint into RING SPUN yarn, how much waste/by-product do you typically produce 
at each stage? 

 Less than 
5% 

5-10% 10-15% 15-20% More than 
20% 

Blowing/cleaning      

Carding      

Combing      

Other processes      

 
When processing virgin cotton lint into OPEN END open end yarn, how much waste/by-product do you typically 
produce at each stage? 

 Less than 
5% 

5-10% 10-15% 15-20% More than 
20% 

Blowing/cleaning      

Carding      

Combing      

Other processes      

 
If you process RECYCLED cotton, do you experience the same amount of waste/by-product during CARDING? 

 Yes, recycled cotton produces the same amount of carding wastage. 

 No, recycled cotton produces less carding wastage. 

 No, recycled cotton produces more carding wastage. 
 
If you process RECYCLED cotton, do you experience the same amount of waste/by-product during COMBING? 

 Yes, recycled cotton produces the same amount of combing wastage. 

 No, recycled cotton produces less combing wastage. 

 No, recycled cotton produces more combing wastage. 
 
Products 

Do you sell or reuse the by-product from carding (carding wastage)? Y/N (Skip if No) 

If Yes… 
What entities do you sell carding wastage to? (check all that apply) 

 Spinning mills 

 Small buyers/stays in domestic textile market 

 Supply chain agents 

 Merchants/traders 

 Furniture/other manufacturers for stuffing 

 To farmers for cattle feed or other purpose 

 Used internally in yarn production  
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 Others (List) ____________________ 
 

Do you sell or reuse the by-product from combing (combing wastage)? Y/N (Skip if No) 

If Yes… 
What entities do you sell combing wastage to? (check all that apply) 

 Spinning mills  

 Textile mills 

 Vertical mill-garment manufacturer 

 Small buyers/stays in domestic textile market 

 Supply chain agents 

 Merchants/traders 

 Furniture/money/other manufacturer 

 Used internally in yarn production 

 Others (List) ____________________ 
 

Do you sell any other by-products? Y/N (Skip if No) 

If Yes… 
What entities do you sell other wastage to? (check all that apply) 

 Furniture agents/manufacturers for stuffing 

 Supply chain agents 

 Farms for cattle feed 

 Others (List) _______________________________ 
 

Do you sell or internally use yarn? Y/N (Skip if No) 

If Yes… 
What entities do you sell yarn to? (check all that apply) 

 Spinning mills 

 Textile mills 

 Garment/home goods manufacturer 

 Vertical mill-garment/home goods manufacturer 

 Small buyers/stays in domestic textile market 

 Supply chain agents 

 Merchants/traders 

 Use internally in own textile manufacturing 

 Use internally in own textile and garment/home goods manufacturing 

 Others (List) _________________________ 
 
 
If there is any additional information you would like to share with us, please list it here: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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OPTIONAL – Contact Information 

If you are willing to share your information with us so we can follow up and send updates, including a 
notification of when the draft protocol will be available for public consultation, please provide your details. 

If you would like to remain anonymous for the survey, but would like to receive updates about YESS, please go 
here to enter your email: https://www.sourcingnetwork.org/yess-endorsement-landing-page  

 

 Company 

 Department 

 Name 

 Email  

 Phone number 

 

Thank you for your valuable contribution to YESS!! 
 
Don't forget, if you would like to be able to edit your answers once you submit the survey, be sure to click on 
that option on the next page (you will see the option after you click on "Submit"). You can edit the survey 
immediately, or save the url and come back to it. You will not be able to edit your answers after 31 January, 
2018. 
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